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JANUARY 2005
The London Chapter Newsletter
PRESIDENT’S COLUMN

Greetings and Happy New Year!!  ISACA International will be sending out second invoices to members in late January, so please take the opportunity to renew if you have not already done so.  As was the case last year, members can also choose to renew online.

2003 CISA Audit

The audit for documentation of 2003 continuing professional education activities has recently begun. A randomly selected group of CISA holders has been sent an audit letter requesting written support documentation for 2003 continuing professional education hours. If any Chapter members have questions about the 2003 audit request, please contact the certification department at certification@isaca.org or +1.847.253.1545, ext. 471, 403 or 474.

CISA and CISM Pins

All chapters were sent CISA and CISM pins for distribution to ISACA members who were newly certified from 1 January 2003 through 30 November 2004. The first batch of pins were handed out at the Chapter’s December monthly event.  We plan to continue distributing these at the monthly events.  If you are not planning to attend any of the monthly events in the near future, and qualify for receiving a pin, please get in touch with the Chapter Administrator so that your pin can be send onto you.

Monthly Events

John Mitchell gave a very entertaining and thought provoking talk on Overcoming Obstacles to Implementing IT Security Governance at the December meeting, including some good practical advice to ensure that IT Security gets the attention it deserves.  John’s presentation is on the Chapter website.  (Note that presentations from monthly events are restricted to members, so please get in touch with the Chapter Administrator if you do not have the login details). 

The speakers for this month’s event on Thursday 27 January are from Legal and General, who will be providing us with insights into their IT Governance Implementation.  We expect this to be a very popular session, so book early to avoid disappointment.  Further details below.

Datawatch Online

Datawatch Online Winter 2004 is now available on the Chapter Website and contains the following articles:

· Creating a Strategic Process for Change Management and Controls 

· Introduction to Voice over IP Technology 

· Software Compliance Auditing Is Not Your Core Business Focus (Part 2) 

· A Review of the Existing Information Security Guidelines, Standards & Frameworks 

· A review of Spamarrest – continuing the anti-SPAM software review theme

As a reminder, the Editor would like to hear from you if you have articles to publish or know of some useful articles that would be interest to Chapter members.

Finally, we are looking for someone to take over the role as webmaster.  If you are interested, please get in touch with me.       
Allan Boardman
CHAPTER ADMINISTRATION

Contacting the Chapter
Christine will usually be available between 08.30 - 12.30 each weekday to take telephone calls and answer emails.   If she is not available just leave a message on the ansaphone, and she will get back to you as soon as possible.  Alternatively you can email her.  All her contact details are at the foot of the page.   It is important to register your attendance at our monthly meetings with Christine either via the London Chapter website or by emailing her direct.

MEMBERS’ MEETING 17th JANUARY 2005

ABN-AMRO, 250 BISHOPSGATE.     5.30PM

IT GOVERNANCE FRAMEWORK.     

SPEAKERS:  LEGAL & GENERAL DIRECTORS  

Our speakers are two senior directors from Legal and General, who will provide us with practical and invaluable insights into their IT Governance Implementation, using the Cobit framework and toolset.

Mark Makepeace is the Business Standards and Improvement Director within the IT department.

Mike Thorn is the Audit Director, within Group Internal Audit.
Together they will provide an invaluable insight into how COBIT has been used over the last seven years to enhance the governance, assurance and performance of IT.
Their presentation will address the following issues:
· This is the vision we are focussed on.
· This is how we got started – Audit and Business (processes and pilots)
· This is how we came together.
· These are the key lessons we have learned to date.
· With the benefit of hindsight – this is what we would have done differently, and why.· This is where we are now.

We are sure this topic has a broad appeal and represents a golden opportunity to bring along a colleague.
Non-ISACA members are always welcome at our meetings for a small charge of £20.00.  Please let Christine have the names of any colleagues you might wish to bring when you register your attendance.

Our future IT Technical monthly meetings until June are listed below.

FUTURE IT TECHNICAL MEETINGS at

ABN AMRO, 250 BISHOPSGATE at 5.30pm 

24 FEBRUARY 2005:    ‘Auditing Networks – Routers.’    Speaker:  Phil Pinder
17 MARCH 2005:
    ‘Identity Theft in the Corporate Environment.’    Speaker:  Peter Wood

21 APRIL 2005:             ‘Aligning Risk Mitigation Initiatives with Strategic Management Concerns.’

                                       Speaker:   Bob Vyas

    26 MAY 2005:
    ‘Auditing Third Parties.’      Speaker:  Chris Spackman



                This meeting will be preceded by the Annual General Meeting at 5.00pm.

                

    23 JUNE 2005:              ‘Data Mining and Visualisation Techniques for Digital and Paper-based Data.’




    Speaker:  Chas. Jordan
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